
National Comprehensive 
Cancer Network®

Robert W. Carlson, MD 

Chief Executive Officer 

carlson@nccn.org 

3025 Chemical Road, Suite 100 

Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 

215.690.0300 

February 27, 2023 

Meredith Loveless, MD 
Attn: Medical Review 
26 Century Blvd., Ste ST610 
Nashville, TN 37214-3685 

RE: Special Histochemical Stains and Immunohistochemical Stains (DL35986) 

Dear Dr. Loveless: 

The National Comprehensive Cancer Network® (NCCN®) appreciates the opportunity to comment 
on the Cigna Government Services' (CGS) Proposed Local Coverage Detennination (LCD) Special 
Histochemical Stains and Iimnunohistochemical Stains (DL35986) as it relates to NCCN's mission 
of improving and facilitating, quality, effective, equitable, and accessible cancer care so all patients 
can live better lives. NCCN is pleased to provide infonnation and resources and will focus on the 
p01iions of the LCD with reference to NCCN Guidelines as well as the role of clinical practice 
guidelines and the NCCN Biomarker Compendium as a tool for establishing appropriate care. 

NCCN Background 

As an alliance of 32 leading academic cancer centers in the United States that treat hundreds of 
thousands of patients with cancer annually, NCCN® is a developer of authoritative information 
regarding cancer prevention, screening, diagnosis, treatment, and supportive care that is widely 
used by clinical professionals and payers alike. The NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in 
Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) are a comprehensive set of guidelines detailing the sequential 
management decisions and interventions that cmTently apply to 97 percent of cancers affecting 
patients in the United States. 

NCCN Guidelines® and Library of Compendia products help ensure access to approp1iate care, 
clinical decision-making, and assessment of quality improvement initiatives. The NCCN Drugs & 
Biologics Compendium (NCCN Compendium®) has been recognized by CMS and clinical 
professionals in the commercial payer setting since 2008 as an evidence-based reference for 
establishment of coverage policy and coverage decisions regarding off-label use of anticancer and 
cancer-related medications. NCCN was recognized by CMS in 2016 and renewed in 2021 as a 
qualified Provider Led Entity (PLE) for the Medicare Appropriate Use Crite1ia (AUC) Program for 
the development of AUC and the establislunent of policy and decision-making for diagnostic 
imaging in patients with cancer. 

NCCN imposes stiict policies to shield the guidelines development processes from external 
influences. The "firewall" smTounding the NCCN Guidelines includes financial supp01i policies, 
panel participation and conununication policies, guidelines disclosure policies, and policies 

NCCN is an alliance of leading cancer centers dedicated to improving and facilitating quality, effective, 
equitable, and accessible cancer care so all patients can live better lives. 
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